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(c) If the NRC staff desires to partici-
pate as a party, the staff shall notify
the Presiding Officer and the parties
and shall thereupon be deemed to be a
party with all the rights and respon-
sibilities of a party.

§ 2.1317 Hearing docket.

For each hearing, the Secretary will
maintain a docket which will include
the hearing transcript, exhibits and all
papers filed or issued in connection
with the hearing. This file will be made
available to all parties in accordance
with the provisions of § 2.1303 and will
constitute the only discovery in pro-
ceedings under this subpart.

§ 2.1318 Acceptance of hearing docu-
ments.

(a) Each document filed or issued
must be clearly legible and bear the
docket number, license application
number, and hearing title.

(b) Each document shall be filed in
one original and signed by the partici-
pant or its authorized representative,
with the address and date of signature
indicated. The signature is a represen-
tation that the document is submitted
with full authority, the person signing
knows its contents and that, to the
best of their knowledge, the state-
ments made in it are true.

(c) A document not meeting the re-
quirements of this section may be re-
turned with an explanation for non-
acceptance and, if so, will not be dock-
eted.

§ 2.1319 Presiding Officer.

(a) The Commission will ordinarily
be the Presiding Officer at a hearing
under this part. However, the Commis-
sion may provide in a hearing notice
that one or more Commissioners, or
any other person permitted by law, will
preside.

(b) A participant may submit a writ-
ten motion for the disqualification of
any person presiding. The motion shall
be supported by an affidavit setting
forth the alleged grounds for disquali-
fication. If the Presiding Officer does
not grant the motion or the person
does not disqualify himself and the
Presiding Officer or such other person
is not the Commission or a Commis-

sioner, the Commission will decide the
matter.

(c) If any person presiding deems
himself or herself disqualified, he or
she shall withdraw by notice on the
record after notifying the Commission.

(d) If a Presiding Officer becomes un-
available, the Commission will des-
ignate a replacement.

(e) Any motion concerning the des-
ignation of a replacement Presiding Of-
ficer shall be made within 5 days after
the designation.

(f) Unless otherwise ordered by the
Commission, the jurisdiction of a Pre-
siding Officer other than the Commis-
sion commences as designated in the
hearing notice and terminates upon
certification of the hearing record to
the Commission, or when the Presiding
Officer is disqualified.

§ 2.1320 Responsibility and power of
the Presiding Officer in an oral
hearing.

(a) The Presiding Officer in any oral
hearing shall conduct a fair hearing,
develop a record that will contribute to
informed decisionmaking, and, within
the framework of the Commission’s or-
ders, have the power necessary to
achieve these ends, including the power
to:

(1) Take action to avoid unnecessary
delay and maintain order;

(2) Dispose of procedural requests;
(3) Question participants and wit-

nesses, and entertain suggestions as to
questions which may be asked of par-
ticipants and witnesses.

(4) Order consolidation of partici-
pants;

(5) Establish the order of presen-
tation;

(6) Hold conferences before or during
the hearing;

(7) Establish time limits;
(8) Limit the number of witnesses;

and
(9) Strike or reject duplicative, unre-

liable, immaterial, or irrelevant pres-
entations.

(b) Where the Commission itself does
not preside:

(1) The Presiding Officer may certify
questions or refer rulings to the Com-
mission for decision;

(2) Any hearing order may be modi-
fied by the Commission; and
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